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2.2. Concerns about electromagnetic fields 

 

…/… 

Having looked at what items 

respondents in the European 

Union associate with their 

health, and which are seen as 

sources of EMFs, the report now 

turns to the important issue of 

the level of public concern about 

the potential health risks from 

EMFs. 

 

Our results show that the EU 

public is evenly divided on the 

matter. While 46% of 

respondents say that they are 

indeed concerned about the 

potential health risks of EMFs, a slightly larger proportion of the poll (51%) say they are 

not very concerned or even not at all concerned about this issue.4 A further 6% have no 

opinion on the matter. 

…/… 

 

5.1 Effectiveness of protection provided by public authorities against potential 

health risks 

…/… 

The first part of this final chapter looks at whether respondents believe that public 

authorities act effectively to protect them from the potential health risks linked to 

electromagnetic fields11. Just a quarter (25%) of respondents believe that public bodies 

act effectively to protect them from the potential health risks of electromagnetic fields. 

However, the vast majority - 58% - believe that public authorities do not act 

effectively in this regard. A further 17% have no opinion on the matter. …/… 



 

CONCLUSION 
…/… 

Regardless of whether or not 

EMFs do actually damage 

public health, the average EU 

citizen believes that public 

authorities do not do enough 

to protect them from their 

potential health risks. Across 

the EU 58% of respondents 

hold this view, a level 

reaching 75% in Greece. 

 

In the light of this concern 

over national authorities’ lack 

of action, it is unsurprising 

that nearly half (48%) of respondents feel that the EU should inform the public of these 

potential health risks as well as setting safety standards (39%) for products and 

developing guidance for public health protection (36%). 

 

 

FULL VERSION:     http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_347_en.pdf 
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